Uses of extracorporeal membrane oxygenation in nonneonatal respiratory patients. An update.
Neonatal extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) has progressed rapidly from the experimental stage to a standard of care for certain infants who fail to respond to maximal conventional management. A broad diagnostic group of nonneonatal patients has now been supported by several different modes of ECMO with encouraging results. Selection criteria for nonneonatal patients that differ from those used for neonatal patients are emerging. Prospective randomized clinical trials are needed.